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Highlights of the Assembly 


Through Saturday Afternoon 


RESIDENT John R. Cunningham of Davidson College is 

P orci moderator on first ballot. ...J. Rupert Mc- 
.. Gregor is installed president of Mountain Retreat Asso- 
ciation. . . . Church’s membership now at 613,701, adding 
63,248—largest number in any one year—23,121 on profession 
of faith, 40,127 by certificate. . . . $26,279,089 total gifts— 
approximately a $5,000,000 gain. . . . Assembly is warned 


that saturation point on the foreign field is approaching un- 


less more money is given. . . . Decline in interest rates on 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund reserves poses problem. .. . De- 
fense Service Council to end separate work July 1; to become 
part of Religious Education Committee. . . Taylor repre- 
sentation to the Vatican is again protested. . . . Christian 
Relations Committee director says, ‘Social irresponsibility 
in this kind of world is not only an un-Christian thing but a 
dangerous thing.’’ . . . Memorial is held for 57 ministers 


who died since the last Assembly. 























Letters to the Editors 





Campaign for Oklahoma Institutions is On 





To Help College and Orphanage 


To the Editors: 

It would be greatly appreciated 
if you could run a brief announcement of 
our synod’s campaign which is now un- 
der way to raise funds for Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College and Goodland Indian 
Orphanage. This campaign is called the 
Oklahoma Presbyterian Educational Cam- 
paign. Receipts are to be divided equally 
between the two schools. The idea is to 
have every church in the synod to con- 
duct a local campaign to get all the funds 
it can. No goals or quotas are being em- 
phasized but we ought to get around 
$50,000 to meet the urgent needs for both 
schools for renovation and equipment. 
The OPC library which burned in 1941 
has never been replaced. Both schools 
need buses and cars; and worn-out furni- 
ture and equipment of various kinds need 
replacing. Money for scholarships and 
endowment is greatly needed. Synod’s 
chairman is James H. Belvin of Durant, 
and the treasurer is the Rev. H. Grady 
James of Wewoka. 

At board meetings in May, Miss Amy 
Robinson was re-elected president of OPC 
and the Rev. Oscar Gardner, superinten- 
dent of Goodland. Both schools had ex- 
cellent annual reports. irs 

FRANK M. TAYLOR. 
Durant, Okla. 


Cheers for Alexander 


To the Editors: 

Three cheers for John Alexander! (April 
28, May 19.) Even though it is embar- 
rassing, the time has come to let peo- 
ple know. . 

A prayer applicable to the situation is 
that of Josiah Gilbert Holland: “God give 
us men! Men who have honor; men 
who will not lie; men who can stand be- 
fore a demagogue and damn his treach- 
erous flatteries without winking.” 

God give us more John Alexanders. 

JAN W. OWEN. 
Houston, Texas. 


What Benefit for Us? 


To the Editors: 

I have read with interest the statement 
on page 6 of your issue of May 19 and 
have scanned the list of subscribers 
thereto on page 1. In Article 3, 
page 5, you say, “It is time now for us to 
heal our divisions.” Is the Southern 
church to do the healing? The same spirit 
which prompted the “Springs resolution” 
which brought about the split in the 
church seems still to prevail in the North- 
ern Church—witness its position as ex- 
pressed in the minutes of its General As- 
embly on the question of the poll tax 
and Negro suffrage and its expression re- 
garding racial matters. Shall we plaster 
over this spirit and call it a job of heal- 


ing? 
Is its overtures to Congress to enact 
statutes to force these principles down 


our throats, .regardless of our feelings 
in the matter, a spirit of healing? 

I am in favor of unity in the primary 
function of the church, i. e., leading the 
unconverted into a state of salvation and 
in this particular I believe our church 
records a stronger effort than the North- 
ern church, at least statistics would seem 
to affirm this record. 

What benefit would result from organic 
union? You enumerate a number of bene- 
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fits which would ensue from union; are 
not these benefits a part of the present en- 
joyment of our church? Would they be 
materially added‘to by union? Would 
one additional soul be saved because of 
union? I wot not, or else the purpose 
and protestations of the two branches of 
the church are in vain, for as I see it 
both have the avowed and earnest pur- 
pose to be effective in their respective 
fields already. If both are using their 
best endeavors to propagate the gospel 
how much more effectively will they do 
it as one than they now do separately? 

I can see many reasons why or- 
ganic union at this time is not wise for 
our Southern church. ‘ 

CHAS. F. COLE. 

Richmond, Va. 


Those Daughters of Men! 


. 


To the Editors: 


. union is simply the old story over, 
by which the devi! involved the ancient 
world in the dreadful condemnation of 
God. Oh, but union is so beautiful, 
so pleasant, so heavenly! Yes, so were 
“the daughters of men” (Gen. 6:4), but 
that did not satisfy God, nor keep off the 
ugly judgment which followed. Union is 
a good thing, but it dare not be bought at 
the expense of God's truth, or at the sacri- 
fice of fidelity in the preaching and con- 
fession of that truth. Otherwise, union is 
not union, but a division and a devour- 
ing sword. 

J. MOODY McNAIR, 


Charleston, W. Va. 


The Vacation Fund 


To the Editors: 


In the year 1913, after a careful study 
of the large responsibilities and the heavy 
financial obligations of the ministers and 
mission workers of our Church, Mr. C. 
E. Graham, Mr. R. E. Magill and Rev. 
Henry H. Sweets started a movement to 
encourage and to provide some needed 
help to these faithful men and women. 

Friends soon recognized the value and 
the joy of this,effort. Through their gifts 
many, whose names were too limited to 
make a vacation possible, received finan- 
cial help to enable them to secure needed 
rest, recreation, fellowship and spiritual 
refreshment. 

Soon the four executive committees 
were enlisted and a building, first called 
the Christian Workers’ Home, was erected 
at Montreat, North Carolina, to house the 
workers employed by these committees 
and to give shelter to other laborers. This 
building, greatly enlarged, is now called 
Geneva Hall. 

Each year gifts to the Vacation Fund 
have been received from interested friends. 
They have found in this fund an oppor- 
tunity to make a profitable investment 
which brings joy and helpfulness to these 
faithful servants who are making real 
sacrifices that the work of our Church 
may go forward. Vacations are provided 
at Montreat, North Carolina, Massanetta 
Springs, Virginia, and Kerrville, Texas. 
The men invited to share the benefits of 
the Fund are carefully chosen, The money 
is used for those who otherwise would 
not be able to meet the expense of a va- 
cation. 

The board 6f managers of the Vacation 
Fund and of Geneva Hall, elected by the 
yeneral Assembly’s executive committees, 
are C. Darby Fulton, Homer McMillan, Ed- 


re-entered as second class matter, June 15, 


ward D. Grant and Henry H. Sweets. 
The housekeeper and hostess of Geneva 


Hall is Mrs. Cecile Woods Coit. The treas- 
urer is Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Montreat, North 
Carolina. 

Do you want to have some part in 
this work? You may enter this fellowship 
of ministering to these servants of Christ 
who have served so well. You may make 
a joyful investment by sending a remit- 
tance to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, P, 
O. Box 358, Montreat, North Corolina, 

HENRY H. SWEETS, Chairman 
Vacation Fund of Presbyterian Church, 
303 Urban Building, 

Louisville, Ky. 


Plan for Elders and Deacons 


To the Editors: 


An interesting feature of the activi- 
ties of the official bodies of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Shreveport was a re- 
cent gathering of all elders and deacons 
for a study of the total program of the 
church and the place of church officers 
therein. This gathering was arranged as 
an abbreviated form of a similar presen- 
tation which might be incorporated into 
a Leadership Training School. It had in 
mind reaching the total official family, 
thus including a great number who would 
have found it impossible to attend all 
sessions of a more protracted school. 

Rev. David L. Stitt, D. D., president of 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary, was the guest speaker and discus- 
sion leader. The first period, from 4:30 
to 6 P. M., was devoted to a consideration 
of “Presbyterian Beliefs.” About eighty 
men, including several officers from other 
Presbyterian churches in the city whe 
were guests for the occasion, gathered at 
the table for the evening meal. The sec- 
und period, at 7 P. M., followea, in which 
Dr. Stitt led in the subjects of “Our 
Church’s Program,” “Church Polity,” and 
“The Duties of Church Offiecrs.” 

Few gatherings have been held in the 
church that were received with greater 
enthusiasm and which promise to be more 
productive of a revived interest and ac- 
tivity. We are glad to commend this plan 
to other churches in which there is a real 
eagerness on the part of their officers 
to make such a study. 


W. A. ALEXANDER. 
Shreveport, La. 


Start 20 Years Earlier 


To the Editors: 

How many of THE OUTLOOK readers 
read Dr. Thompson’s Bible studies in the 
May 12 and May 19 issues in his discus- 
sion of the Yale School of Alcoholic 
Studies? It is a wonderful thing to take 
an old weather-beaten alcoholic and put 
him to work again. But may we not get 
twenty or more years the start of Old 
King Alcohol? 

There are many, many young mothers 
in America and many mothers of World 
War I who are not so very old. Cannot 
those mothers rear men instead of raising 
alcoholics? 

Let us all bow in humility before the 
Father, asking that we may be given 
strength to do our duty. 

E. A. SKILLMAN. 
Petersburg, Va. 


‘Appreciation 


To the Editors: 

oom I personally wish to express ap- 
preciation of THE PRESBTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK and the forward-looking prospect 
you always present. ... 
R. M. FIREBAUH. 
Hugo, Okla. 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, 
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Davidson President Named Moderator on First Ballot 


McGregor Installed Mountain 


Retreat Head as Assembly Opens 


President John R. Cunningham of 
Davidson College was elected moderator 
of the 87th General Assembly at its 
opening session at Montreat, N. C., May 
29. Oldtimers could not remember 
when a moderator had been elected be- 
fore on the first ballot as was Dr. Cun- 
ningham. There were only two other 
nominations—R. A. Lapsley, pastor of 
the First church, Roanoke, Va., and 
John W. Melton, former chaplain, now 
pastor of the First church, Baton Rouge, 
La. With 360 votes cast, they were 
divided as follows: Cunningham, 211; 
Lapsley, 131; Melton, 18. 

In assuming the moderatorship of the 
Assembly, Dr. Cunningham said, ‘‘Most 
that I have and am [J owe to the church. 
I have been conscious of it for a long 
time, but never more than tonight. In 
a way I try to pay part of my obliga- 
tion for all that it has meant to me.... 
In the service that lies before us I want 
your patience, your cooperation and 
your prayers.”’ 

Dr. Cunningham’s election followed 
the sermon preached by the retiring 
moderator, Professor J. B. Green of 
Columbia Seminary (see page 4). 


Another feature of the evening. fol- 
lowing the election of the moderator, 
was the installation of J. Rupert Mc- 
Gregor as president of the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, which service Dr. 
Cunningham had been asked to lead as 
a member of the Montreat board of di- 
rectors. 

The new moderator was nominated by 
President J. McDowell Richards of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. He spoke 
of Dr. Cunningham as ‘‘one of the most 
distinguished leaders of our church and 
of the Christian world. A man who has 
served the church in more capacities, I 
suppose, than any man in our genera- 
tion.” He mentioned Dr. Cunningham’s 
“close connection with many areas of 
the church’’—Missouri (his birth); 
Kentucky (theological training); Mis- 
Sissippi, Florida, Appalachia, North 
Carolina (pastorates); his association 
With many institutions of the church: 
Westminster College (student), Louis- 
ville Seminary (student and later presi- 


dent); Davidson (now president) ; 
Union Seminary, Assembly’s Training 
School, Mountair. Retreat Association 


(trustee) ; his service outside the South- 
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JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM 
Moderator of the 87th Assembly 


ern Presbyterian Church: president of 
the N. C. Council of Churches; member 
of the Federal Council’s Commission on 
a Just and Durable Peace; delegate to 
the Life and Work and Faith and Order 
conferences in England; !epresentative 
to the World Council of Churches; one 
of ten American leaders sent last year 
for special conferences in England—‘‘a 
man with an ecumenical mind, a man 
who has represented us well.” 

More than anything he has done, said 
Dr. Richards, Dr. Cunningham will 
make ‘‘an ideal moderator of this or any 
other Asembly’’—his fairness, his cour- 
age; an intellectual leader but a man 
of simple faith, a preacher of the gospel 
with power; a man of evangelistic zeal 
and a missionary mind, who has the 
pastor’s heart still.” 

J. Blanton Belk, of St. Giles church, 
Richmond, Va., seconded the nomina- 
tion, saying, ‘“‘Througk the warmth of 
his great heart and by his magnanimous 
spirit, he could lift our church to a great 
united effort. . . This is a veteran’s 
generation. Dr. Cunningham is prob- 
ably known and loved by more students 
than any man in our church.” 

The nomination of Dr. Lapsley was 
made by Leslie H. Patterson of Rocky- 
mount, Va., who stressed his spirit of 
evangelism and who pointed to him as a 


Many Improvements Reported To Be 
Underway on Montreat Grounds 


“man of great faith, a man of action... 
whose church is the hub of his presby- 


tery ... who has served in many great 
ways.”’ He spoke of Dr. Lapsley’s radio 
ministry, “reaching people of every 
race. He described him as a “great 


preacher, an evangelist, a good phes- 
byter, an author, a man with a great 
heritage—his father was a great minis- 
ter before him; his uncle gave his life 
in the Congo (Sam Lapsley); he belongs 
to no group. He’s a Presbyterian and 
a Presbyterian only.” 

C. Newman Faulconer of Waynesboro, 
Va., seconded the nomination, telling of 
Dr. Lapsley’s “spirit of genuine Chris- 
tian friendship . . . his intellectual gifts 
combined with simplicity ... who will 
speak a language that our people can 
understand.”’ 

H. E. Russell, pastor of the Trinity 
church, Montgomery, Ala., nominated 
Dr. Melton as a man ‘“‘who can stir the 
hearts of youth.” He told of his service 
in the chaplaincy, his present offering 
of his life as a missionary to Japan. 

In putting the gavel of the Assembly 
into the hands of Dr. Cunningham, Dr. 
Green, the retiring moderator, said he 
did it ‘‘with heartiest congratulations 
and sincere assent.” In the new Assem- 
bly which was organized, he was ap- 
pointed by the moderator, according to 
the custom, to serve as chairman of the 
committee on bills and overtures, 

Participating in the installation serv- 
ice of Dr. McGregor as head of Montreat 
activities were, in addition to Dr. Cun- 
ningham, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, who led in 
prayer, A. L. Currie, Richmond, Va., 
who charged the new president, and W. 
E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., elder who 
charged the Assembly. Dr, Cunningham 
asked Dr. McGregor the installations 
questions which were required to be 
answered. 


Ambitions for Montreat 
Dr. Currie paid tribute to Dr. Ander- 
son, as Dr. Cunningham had done (he 
also indicated that special recognition 
of Dr. Anderson’s service later in the 
Assembly). In speaking of Dr. Me- 
Gregor’s new work, Dr. Currie said, 
‘‘Every time a man has to lay his mantle 
on another, God always arranges for a 
man to be there.” In speaking of what 
he would like to see Montreat be and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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God Hath Sworn 


By J. B. GREEN* 


Ps. 110:4; Ps. 132:11 

AST JULY it was my privilege to preach to the women 

of our church in conference here in Montreat. My text 

then was, ‘“‘“God Hath Spoken.” It is now my privilege 
to preach to you ministers and elders representing our 
whole church, and my text is, ‘‘God Hath Sworn.” If I had 
another opportunity to 
speak to a representative 
assembly in this place, I 
should like to use as my 
text, ‘‘God hath done it.” 
“God hath spoken,’’ “God 
hath sworn,” ‘‘God hath 
done it’’—what texts 
these are for a trilogy of 
messages of incompar- 
able significance and 
scope. ‘God hath spoken”’ 
—affirmation; ‘‘God hath 
sworn” — confirmation; 
“God hath done _ it’— 
execution. What he said 
and what he swore he 
hath performed. 

The words, ‘‘God hath 
spoken,’’ occur repeatedly 
in the sacred record, and 

“ee “ so do the words, “God 
J. B. Green hath sworn.” In Genesis. 
in Exodus, in Deuteronomy, in I Samuel, in Psalms, in 
Isaiah, in Jeremiah, in Amos, in Acts, and in Hebrews, 
it is written that the Lord hath sworn. If the words, “God 
hath spoken,” should arrest and command instant attention, 
how much more the words, ‘“‘God hath sworn!” For surely 
the oath of the Eternal is ultimate for emphasis and au- 
thority. I shall present the subject of God’s oath under four 
heads. 





I. To Whom God Hath Sworn 


Noah was the first man to whom God made promise with 
an oath. It is not said in the Genesis narrative that God 
confirmed his promise to that patriarch with an oath. . 
Abraham is the first man of whom it is definitely said that 
God swore to him. . . The second man to be thus honored, 
the third if we reckon from Noah, was David. . 

These are the great personage to whom God has con- 
firmed his word with an oath. They were epochal men. 
To Jerusalem also, to Zion, to his people Israel God has 
been pleased to bind himself with an oath. He hath sworn 
not only in his goodness, but also in his wrath. Twenty 
or more passages record or refer to the oaths of the Lord, 
oaths of patient love or of punitive judgment. 


Il. By What God Hath Sworn 


The author of Hebrews says, ‘“‘Men swear vy the 
greater.’’ But when God made promise to Abraham, since 
he could swear by none greater, he sware by himself. 


The most frequent form of the divine oath is, ‘‘As I live, 
saith Jehovah.” He thus swears by his life. If his word 
should fail of fulfillment his life would be forfeit. ‘As 
certainly as I live, as I continue to live, the thing that I 
say shall be done.”’ 

In answer to the question, By what hath God sworn, 


*Excerpts from the sermon of the retiring Moderator of 
the 87th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
US, Montreat, N. C., May 29. 


you may say: by himself, his name, his holiness, his power, 
his life—by all that constitutes his being and goes forth 
in his action, by his infinite, inalienable, and eternal God- 
hood. Would anything less have been worthy of God or 
been sufficient for the end in view? No. He might have 
sworn by the hills and the mountains, or by the heavens, 
and the earth; but that would not have been enough for 
him or for us men who outlive the hills and the heavens. 
Immortal man needs a better guarantee than these ma- 
terial standards of stability and permanence. They had 
a beginning and they shall have an end. So in order to 
lay a ground of assurance absolute, to make security in- 
finitely secure, he swore by himself, thus putting be- 
neath his word Reality, uncreated, original, absolute, and 
final Reality. Even to such length has the Lord our God 
gone to accommodate himself to our necessities. 


Ill. What God Hath Sworn 


An inquiry of peculiar interest and importance. The an- 


swer can easily be ascertained by examining the contents © 


of his oaths. Jehovah’s earliest oath—that to Noah—in- 
cluded two great promises: (1) The uniformity of nature, 
that is, the regularity of the seasons. At Gen. 8:22 is this 
assurance: ‘“‘While the earth remaineth, seedtime and har- 
vest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease.’”’ (2) Exemption from repetition of the 
flood. ‘“‘And God said . the waters shall no more be- 
come a flood to destroy all flesh.”” Gen. 9:12, 15. 

This covenant with Noah was fundamental to the later 
covenant with Abraham. For without the uniformity of 
nature and the preservation of the ‘world and of the race 
God’s purpose of grace would have lacked conditions for 
its unfolding, which required generations of men and cen- 
turies of time. 

Jehovah's promise to Abraham in Gen. 12 includes three 
articles: a land, a seed, and a blessing through the seed 
to all families of the earth. His oath to that patriarch 
recorded in Gen. 22 has reference to the second and third 
of these articles, namely, the seed and the blessing through 
the seed. “In blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heavens, and 
as the sand upon the seashore; and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.’’ Vs. 17, 18. 

Have you considered that foreign missions has the back- 
ing of God’s oath? Will the missionary enterprise ever 
fail? It is as certain to succeed as God’s oath is of fulfill- 
ment. God hath sworn—let the nations hear it, and let the 
Church remember it—-God hath sworn to give the blessings 
of the gospel to all the families of the earth. And despite 
the indifference and opposition of men in any given gen- 
eration his zeal will perform this. If any be faithless, God 
abideth faithful; he cannot deny himself. 

These are the principal examples of God’s swearing: the 
oath to Noah that the earth should be uniform and regular 
in its seasons and processes; to Abraham that he should 
become the father of many nations; to David that his Son 
under the double title of King-Priest, Priest-King, should 
redeem and rule the world forever. Not one of these oaths 
has failed; they are in process of fulfillment now. 

There are other oaths subordinate and ancillary to the 
principal ones. Some oaths have reference to the 
gathering and security of God’s people. How safe is the 
Church of the Living God? How secure is the salvation of 
saints? As safe and secure as the oath of the God of truth 
and might can make them! 

There is one in Num. 14 and in Psalm 95 which is directed 
against the false friends of God and religion, those who 
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having professed faith and loyalty fall away in unbelief and 
transgression: ‘‘As I live, and as the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of Jehovah because all these men that have 
seen my glory, and my signs, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, yet have tempted me these ten times, and 
have not harkened to my voice; surely they shall not see the 
land which I sware unto their fathers.’’ Vs. 21-23. ‘‘Where- 
fore I swear in my wrath, that they should not enter into 
my rest.”” Ps. 95:11. 

O, you of the contrary part, are you here? Think you 
to bring to nought the counsel and oath of God? Or to 
escape the sentence of his wrath? You shall not succeed in 
your opposition, nor escape the penalty of your disobedience. 
The oath of the All-faithful is against you. Except you re- 
pent, you shall be excluded from his peace, and included 
under his wrath. And you who prophesy evil of the Church, 
saying that it has had its day, and is on the way out: you 
who misread the signs of the times need to re-read and 
read aright the word of him who said of his chosen Servant: 
“He will not fail nor be discouraged, till he hath set justice 
in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law.’ Isa. 
42:3. “God is not a man, that he should lie . . . Hath 
he said, and will he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and will 
he not make it good?’”’ Num. 23:19. 


IV. What Was the Design and Intended Effect of the 
Divine Oath? 

The answer is found in Heb. 6:13-18. This is the classic 
passage on the oath of God. It states the fact of the oath 
and the intended effect of the oath. Why did God swear 
to Abraham? to David? Two words in Hebrews answer 
the question. One is “confirmation.” . The other word 
which expresses the intended effect of the oath is encourage- 


A Church Aflame! 
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ment—‘‘strong encouragement” is the phrase: ‘“‘that by two 
immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, 
we may have strong encouragement.” As in the phrase 
“more abundantly,’”’ so in the phrase ‘strong encourage- 
ment,’”’ more is meant than is expressed: encouragement 
in superlative degree, the highest degree possible from 
God to man. 

To this end God employs two immutables, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie. What are the two immutables? 
His word of affirmation, and his oath of confirmation. In 
the preceding verse is named another immutable—the im- 
mutability of his counsel or purpose. Have we not here 
three immutables: his immutable promise, his immutale 
purpose, his immutable oath, one above another. 

God has done his best to create confidence in his word, 
to beget assurance of salvation. . 

My brethren, when tempted to doubt, to be discouraged, 
remember the immutables, three of them, each alone suffi- 
cient to sustain the full weight of our immortal interests; 
what shall we say of the sufficiency of the three combined? 
Remember the immutables, then remember and cherish the 
grand ‘“‘impossible,’’ namely, that God should lie. Let us go 
forward with this business of preaching the gospel, of ex- 
tending the borders of the kingdom of righteousness and 
peace, ever co-working with him of whom it is written, that 
he will not fail nor be discouraged till he have set justice 
in the earth. Until God is defeated or discouraged, we need 
not be. The battle is his. ‘This day the noise of battle, 
the next the victor’s song.”’ a 

“God hath spoken.” ‘‘God hath sworn.” Do we not yet 
believe that he will keep his word and perform his oath? 
Are we still of doubtful mind? The Lord forgive our un- 
belief, the Lord increase our faith. Amen. 


A World Aroused! 


By FREDERICK H. EVANS* 


“Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea, and 
Galilee, and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost were 
multiplied.”’-—Acts 9:31. 


R. DULLES, honored Presbyterian and distinguished 
M statesman, in his recent report from Moscow, says: 

“It is up to us to show, in every available way, that 
free institutions are the means whereby men can save them- 
selves from the sea of misery in which they find them- 
selves.’’ It may be as- 
sumed that ‘the church 
of Jesus Christ’ finds 
place in Mr. Dulles’ mind 
as one of our ‘“‘free in- 
stitutions,” likely the 
very first of them. Is he 
not calling us of “the 
free church”’ to show that 
we have both the willing 
spirit and the dynamic 
force to save the world 
from its lostness, misery, 
sin? 

The purpose of this 
sermon is to move us to 
examine our Presbyterian 
churches by our textual 
touchstone, convinced as 
we are, that the secrets 
of the inward and out- 
ward development of the 
first Christian churches 
still hold. The problem, 
in short, that we face, 
would appear to be the 
lack of irresistible dy- 
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namism in our churches. That the post-Pentecostal groups 
of believers had. 

This is not to confess that we are totally inert and com- 
pletely missing our saving opportunity. For many months 
now we have been responding to the call to lay $27,000,000 
of a Restoration Fund in the benevolence treasury of our 
churches. Is it not true to say that already we have made 
the largest voluntary outlay of money by the smallest num- 
ber of people in the shortest time in history: $24,000,000 
given by probably less than 1,000,000 of a church mem- 
bership of 2,200,000. Yet were ours wholly the spirit of 
the early church, the fund would now stand at ‘‘completion- 
plus.”” All over our church’s mission fields are stories like 
those revolving around the heads of Edward Odell and 
Stewart Kunkle. Odell, beloved apostle of the West Indies, 
has brought into being there a surprisingly vigorous church 
manned almost exclusively by capable and consecrated 
natives. Kunkle, president of Union Seminary, Canton, 
China, led his faculty and student body in advance of the 
invading Japanese army, into free China—and, in an old 
heathen temple, with makeshift equipment—continued his 
School of the Prophets. All hail to the undiscourageable 
missionary force of our church! And when one thinks 
of the hundreds of trained and consecrated youth on the 
steps of our church ready to go “into all the world” when 
the word is given, ““YOU MAY,” then one sees in this age 
the partial fulfillment of the ascription: ‘‘Unto him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages.” 





And now to explore and apply our text. 


I. Peace and Edification: ‘‘Then had the churches rest 
throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and were edi- 





*Excerpts from the sermon of the retiring modera- 
tor of the 158th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, Grand Rapids, Mich., May 22. Dr. Evans 
is from Troy, N. Y. 
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fied.’ It is too much to believe that these first Christian 
groups had rest in the sense of being “let alone,” not op- 
posed or badgered by foes, though, no doubt, the great 
and general persecution following upon Stephen’s death 
had lost its fierce intensity. Do we not rather penetrate 
to the heart of these words when we go to the core of 
the term “rest’? It is the usual word for ‘‘peace’’ and in 
most versions is so rendered. The root meaning, one 
may feel quite sure, is “to join or unite.’”” So, men who 
have rest in their souls, peace with God, are they who 
by faith have become ONE with him. And men who 
are at peace with one another are they who have be- 
come “joined together’? in common faith, understanding, 
interest. Is not Luke meaning to inform us that these 
first disciples of the apostles were so joined to their living 
Lord and through him to each other that his peace reigned 
in them individually and collectively? In short, that they 
had actually received his behest: ‘‘My peace. I give unto 
you’? 

So the condition was right and ripe for the develop- 
ment of the inner or spiritual life of these first households 
of the Faith. There we have the significance, surely, of, 
“and were edified.”. The House of Character took form 
and came to glory in these Christian oases throughout these 
Palestinian provinces. The condition: PEACE. The result: 
Spiritual Edification. Since there were no church build- 
ings then, no spires pointing heavenward, the members 
were the temples of God. They were the “peace palaces” 
in a distraught world. Are we modern Presbyterians such? 
The beauty of his peace is so often not to be seen in the 
house of our life. . 

The tide for the reunion of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States has been rising. The committees, South 
and North, have come to agreement. No voice in our church, 
that we have heard, has been lifted against it. How one 
could wish that were true of our sister denomination, the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States! But when there 
comes to one’s desk certain anti-literature, including a pos- 
ter, captioned: ‘Shall We Liquidate the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church?” printed and disseminated by a so-called 
Continuing Church Committee, one is both saddened and 
puzzled. Reading the lines of these documents, and trying 
to read between them, one is forced to the conclusion that 
the real stumblingblocks are not “faith and property” ones. 
Is not our central trouble and hindrance the division in 
our own souls? 

Would it not be well if all of us were to search our hearts 
to see if there is not a deadly lack there of “the pure and 
peaceable essence” of Christianity? The final words of the 
aforementioned poster give one a measure of courage and 
hope. To quote: ‘“‘The church’s great need is a spiritual 
awakening and revival. Rather than waste our time on 
movements which distract and divide, let us unite in prayer 
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us all: then all else 
will assume its rightful place and proportion.” Agreed, 
that extreme is the whole church’s need of spiritual re- 
newal! But it just might be that revival waits on reunion; 
that, if we could and would “get together,”’ the Spirit of 
Unity could and would “get together” with us, pouring out 
upon us the refreshing. God breathe into our souls his peace 
which alone builds and glorifies the house of man, the house 
of God, and the church. 


Il. Faith and Multiplication: “And (the churches) walk- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, were multiplied.’’ Need it be 
said that ‘“‘fear” here is not dread or terror of the Lord? 
The phrase, ‘reverential trust,” is perhaps its nearest 
equivalent. Was it Newman who said: ‘‘No one truly loves 
another who does not feel a certain reverence for him’’? 
True faith is a combination of awe and love of, and belief 
in, the Lord. That holy faith was the gift of God to these 
first Christians who guarded it, as the sacred deposit it 
was. in their hearts. They were “the just” of their genera- 
tion who lived by faith. Faith walked about on their feet, 
and wrought by their hands. So the Christian Faith spread. 
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It transferred itself from heart to heart, as live coals in 
Scotland used to be borne from hearth to hearth. 

If there is to be now such enlargement of our church as 
we hope and pray for, by a million souls, it will require a 
faith like that of these achieving Christians of the middle 
of the first century: dynamic, communicable, resistless. 

. in the first, the 16th, and the 20th centuries have 
men, walking in the fear of the Lord, multiplied the church. 
What may not happen in the last two and a half years of 
this first half of the 20th century, and beyond, if ours be- 
comes the “daring of great faith’’! 

Ill. The Spirit and Multiplication: ‘(The churches walk- 
ing) in the comfort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied.” 
Quite accurately some versions translate the term, which in 
the King James is “comfort,” ‘‘exhortation.” The third per- 
son of the Trinity is the Spirit of Persuasive Appeal. When 
he indwells men fully, they become, like Barnabas, “sons 
of exhortation,” and have ‘‘the word of exhortation” for the 
people. Then they speak and write ‘“‘as though God were en- 
treating by us, we beseech you, be ye reconciled to God.” 
When these early disciples gave their witness, they spoke 
better than they knew, more powerfully than they could. 
The Spirit was the how of their influencing listeners and 
adding them to their churches. 

Through such joint witnessing, down through the cen- 
turies, has the expansion of Christianity taken place. When 
the Spirit-Advocate indwells us, he whose passion it is to 
glorify Christ, then does he constrain, embolden, and em- 
power us to give forth the like testimony. 


By January 1, 1950, we are seeking 300 additional 
churches, and 1,000,000 new members. Surely Heaven-given 
goals, these! Synods, Presbyteries and individual churches 
are being assigned quotas, and are setting up procedures in 
evangelism and intercession for fulfilling their share of this 
great spiritual undertaking. It has been heartening, as I 
have gone up and down the church, to see the faith and 
earnestness in which many already, under the stimulus of 
the New Life Movement, are giving themselves to prayer 
and personal witnessing. . 

But God forbid that we should forget two considerations. 
One is, that it will not be “by might nor by power” that 
we shall put the capstone on this New Life Building with 
shoutings of ‘Grace, Grace be unto it,” but, “by My Spirit, 
saith the Lord.”’ . . It is not in man to produce the vast 
spiritual results sought. So must we furl the sails of the 
church wide, to receive the holy and dynamic wind of the 
Lord God. Then with the Spirit of the Eternal in our sails 
we shall come to the desired haven, reach our set goals, and 
exceed them. 


The other matter, the forgetting of which would spell 
failure, is, that this is a New-Life-in-Christ Movement. It 
predicates that first Christian necessity: ‘Ye must be born 
again.” We can be true and effective witnesses of regenera- 
tion only out of a personal experience of it. It follows also 
that ours must be the conviction that human nature, how- 
ever good or however bad, must undergo alteration by the 
Spirit; that every man may, yea, every man must, become a 
new creation in Christ Jesus. 


O Eternal Christ, the church of the first century seems 
to have been more truly thy Body than our church. We do 
now present ourselves and our Presbyterian Church for Thy 
fresh occupancy. ENTER! CONSECRATE! CONTROL! 
So shall our church, through all of its members and 
agencies, become the flaming witness of the Gospel of Re- 
generation and Redemption to the world, floundering at 
this hour in a sea of misery and trouble, and S-I-N. Then 
shall we be multiplied indeed. Then nothing can stay our 
growth and progress. Nothing can resist, obstruct, 
hold back the free institution, the Church: His Church and 
Our Church: when we let it be the powerhouse of the 
Spirit. 

Rise up, O Men of God! 

The church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task: 
Rise up, and make her great! 
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DAVIDSON PRESIDENT 
(Continued from page 3) 
become, Dr. Currie said, ‘“‘I would like 
for Montreat to continue to be the kind 
of place where people come to be im- 
pressed by the bigness of the Kingdom 
of God. .. . I would like it to continue 
to inspire us to bring our faith up to 
date. .. . If the old-time religion was 
good enough for Paul and Silas... it 
was good enough for two reasons: (Tf) 
It was up-to-date for their time; (2) It 
was their religion. . . . I would like for 
Montreat forever to be the place of fel- 
lowship that it has always been. What- 
ever differences in policies or programs 
or techniques, here we find peace to- 
gether ... under a God who rules from 

a Cross.’”’ 

Mr. Price made a plea for more ade- 
quate support of Montreat and for 
strong backing for Dr. McGregor in his 
new work. (Dr. McGregor assumed to 
his present duties last January 1, after 
leaving the pastorate of the South High- 
land church, Birmingham, Ala.) 

In his response to the charge, Dr. Mc- 
Gregor told of the tremendous opportu- 
nities and assets of Montreat with its 
6,200 acres, its 25,000 to 30,000 annual 
attendance, its $3,000,000 investment, 
its $464,000 gross income for last year. 
In regard to his acceptance of the work, 
he said, ‘‘I am here only because I be- 
lieved it to be a definite call of God. ... 
My policy will be only that of following 
the direction of the men who are ap- 
pointed by the church to supervise this 
institution.”” He introduced the new 
hotel manager (first one it has had) and 
the new dietitian, 

A number of improvements are being 
made in the Montreat grounds: some 
new roads and others planned; some 
new kitchen and hotel equipment; a 
new amplifying system for the large 
auditorium with plans for major treat- 
ments for improved acoustics; some new 
power lines. The new Alba hotel, now 
under construction, it is hoped will have 
its kitchen and dining room ready for 
the summer conferences this year. 

Clerks elected to assist with the As- 
sembly’s business included, P. J. Garri- 
son, Jr., Johnson City, Tenn., permanent 
clerk; R. R. Gray, Union, W. Va., J. E. 
Knight, Greenville, Ky., and A, R. 


Larrick, Plant City, Fla., temporary 
clerks. 


FRIDAY MORNING 


Among communications referred to 
the proper standing committees after 
the opening of Friday morning’s session 
was a complaint of G. Coleman Luck 
against an action of the Synod of Okla- 
homa in disallowing a proxy vote on the 
board of trustees of Goodland Indian 
Orphanage last year. This was referred 
to the committee on judicial business 
Which declared the complaint to be in 
improper form and as seemingly aban- 
doned by the complainant. The Assem- 
bly unanimously sustained the commit- 
tee. Another communication referred 
to the same committee was one from Dr. 
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Henry Louis Smith and other senior 
members of his family relating to the 
trust fund created under the will of 
Lunsford Richardson, Sr., concerning 
which there had been litigation and 
about which the 1946 Assembly said, 
“If unjust implications have been made, 
the Assembly expresses its sincere 
regret and records the earnest hope that 
mutual goodwill shall be restored to all 
parties concerned.”’ 

Referred to the Foreign Relations 
committee was a proposal to create the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America 
and requesting the Assembly to approve 
the merger of eight interdenominational 
agencies to form the council. 

First of the fraternal delegates to 
bring greetings to the Assembly was 
Thomas H. Newcomb, pastor of the 
Eighth United Presbyterian church, 
Pittsburgh. Dr. Newcomb expressed 
his pleasure at the number of coopera- 
tive activities now underway between 
the churches. Then he said, “I’m not 
so concerned about union as [ am in 
unity and the cooperative spirit. Surely 
in these days we must work together. 
I wish we might be closer together in 
our fellowship and service . . .perhaps 
going on into union.’’ He made a strong 
plea for more cooperation and said, ‘‘In 
our world today only one in three is 
even nominally Christian, and not one 
in those three are nominally Protestant. 

. The one-ninth who are Protestant 
ought to work together hand in hand 
and heart to heart.” 

Worship orders in the Assembly are 
set for 10 A. M. and were prepared this 
year, at the request of the moderator, 
Dr. Green, by William Childs Robinson 
of Columbia Seminary, Leader of the 
first service on Friday morning was Wil- 
liam E. Phifer, Jr., of Westminster 
church, Nashville, Tenn. 


Debate Is Limited 
Earlier than has formerly been true 
a time limit on debate was set Friday 
morning, even though no debatable 
issues had yet appeared on the horizon. 
Instead of the usual ten minutes, the 
limit was set at five, though cause secre- 
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taries and chairmen of Assembly com- 
mittees were allowed ten minutes to 
present their reports of the year to the 
court. These followed throughout the 
rest of the morning and into the after- 
noon until the first meeting of the 
standing committees. Chairmen of the 
standing committees, as appointed by 
the moderator were: 


Bills and Overtures, J. B. Green. 

Judicial Business, J. McD. Richards. 

Stewardship, R. L. Jetton. 

Foreign Relations, A. L. Currie. 

Foreign Missions, Frank W. Price. 

Home Missions, R. A. Lapsley. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief, W. McLeod Frampton, Jr. 

Religious Education and Publication, 
H. E. Russell, 

Evangelism, L. H. Patterson. 

Finance, Budget and Rules, E. L. 
Repass. 

Synodical 
Crowe. 

Ohristian Relations, John W. Melton. 

Minister and His Work, Joe M. 
Brown, 

Radio, J. Blanton Belk, 

Woman’s Work, W. Ted Jones. 

War Relief, W. E. Phifer, Jr. 

Theological Seminaries, B. A. Mc- 
Ilhany. 

Training School for Lay Workers, J. 
W. Witherspoon. 

Mountain Retreat Association, W. E. 
Price. 

Bible Cause, J. H. M. Boyce. 

Historical Foundation, Geo. E. White. 

Sa bbath, J. W. Clotfelter. 

Thanks, R. D. Adams. 

Negro Work, C. Grier Davis. 


Records, R. McFerran 


The moderator had appointed Elder 
J. P. McCallie of Chattanooga as chair- 
man of the committee on Woman's 
Work but by a vote of 35 to 1 his section 
(made up of commissioners from 10 
presbyteries) requested that he be al- 
lowed to represent it on the Foreign Re- 
lations committee instead. This the 
moderator allowed. 

First of the annual reports to be 
heard by the Assembly was on Steward- 
ship, presented by J. G. Patton, Jr., the 
secretary (OUTLOOK, June 2). Dr. 
Patton reported a 35% increase in giv- 
ing to Assembly causes during the past 
year, the largest increase in recent 
years. He spoke of the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress (OUTLOOK, May 

(Continued on page 15) 





AT THE USA ASSEMBLY 





Presbyterians, USA, in their General 
Assembly at Grand Rapids, Mich., in the 
early days of their meeting: 

After hearing that their Restoration 
Fund now stands at $22,746,717, with 
seven months yet to go toward the 
$27 million, nearly doubled their be- 
nevolence budget for next year, setting 
it at $17,444,231; 

Approved organization of a nation- 
wide Presbyterian men’s council; 

Appointed a committee to study the 
church’s marriage and divorce laws with 
a view to their clarification and restate- 
ment; 

Voted to create a national Presby- 
terian church in Washington—from 
Covenant-First church. 


Merged their committee on chaplains 
and the committee on camp and church 
activities into a new committee on chap- 
lains and service personnel; 

Authorized their General Council to 
take ‘‘any and all actions’’ necessary to 
sustain the American doctrine of the 
separation of church and state during 
the year; 


Set up a religious radio department; 

Voted to send the plan of Presby- 
terian reunion to their presbyteries for 
study and comment, subject to the con- 
dition that the Presbyterian Church, 
US, votes to do likewise; 

Heard their moderator, Elder Wilbur 
LaRoe, Jr., say of the plan of reunion, 
‘“‘We feel about this as we do the United 
Nations—thrilled that such a great idea 
has traveled so far.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Justice for All? 


Heads of good Southern citizens have 
been hanging in shame since the ‘“‘not 
guilty” verdict of the Greenville, é. C., 
jury in the case of the twenty-odd men 
indicted for the lynching of Willie 
Earle. ; 

From everywhere have come praises 
for the judge who presided, for the 
prosecutors—and for the grand jury 
which returned the indictments (the 
first signal that something revolution- 
ary was under way). But behind all 
these considerations loomed the _ in- 
evitable—that not yet will a Southern 
jury enforce an impartial justice when 
the victim is a Negro and the lynchers 
are white men. To say that progress 
is being made in bringing lynch mobs 
to trial does not satisfy conscientious 
citizens. Somehow or other, the highly- 
praised American way, not to speak of 
the Christian course, has made us feel 
that a man ought to count as a man 
here, whatever his achievements or 
whatever his crimes. This sort of race- 
judgment or mal-judgment has no place 
in the kind of society we've always 
boasted we were building. 

When enough good citizens in our 
communities take it upon themselves to 
do something about a social fattern 
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which makes this sort of thing possible, 
we shall find those familiar words 
about “liberty and justice for all’ 
meaning something. But not until. 


Mary Baldwin’s President 


Mary Baldwin adds to its reputation 
by its choice of one of the ablest of the 
younger leaders of the church to be its 
president. Frank Bell Lewis has a rich 
Presbyterian inheritance, he has been 
admirably trained, he has applied his 
gifts and his training with devotion, 
he will be a superb head of this great 
college. 

Mary Baldwin is the second oldest 
college for women in the United States 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church 
(Lindenwood at St. Charles, Mo., where 
F. &. McCluer is to be president, is 
older), and the oldest institution of 
higher learning for women in con- 
tinuous existence related to the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. It has a 
great past. Its present faculty and staff 
are of first rank. Under this new leader 
it will go on to even greater heights. 


GUEST EDITORS 





No Unity 


Have you noticed that when some 
Protestant figure—Clare Booth Luce or 


Senator Wagner—becomes a Catholic, © 


the pages of the press are filled with 
publicity concerning the ‘‘conversions?”’ 
But when Catholics become Protestants, 
no press service gives it mention. 

For instance, four Roman Catholic 
priests recently were ordained as minis- 
ters in Protestant denominations. Now 
by all journalistic rules that is a front- 
page story, but it never got printed. 

This suppression of news comes about 
not because the editors of the news 
services are all Catholics and anti- 
Protesant, but because the Catholic 
Church is a tight, disciplined, united or- 
ganization and exerts great pressure on 
the press, while the Protestants are so 
busy fighting each other that they have 
not succeeded in uniting sufficiently to 
counteract Catholic pressure, although 
Protestants are in the vast majority in 
this country. 

Another example of the suppression 
of Protestant news is the piteous ap- 
peal of Protestants in Spain to their fel- 
low-Protestants throughout the world 
for help in securing some measure of 
religious liberty. This appeal was 
issued in Madrid, September 4, 1946, 
but was withheld three and a half 
months before being released for pub- 
lication by the Associated Press. Then 
it was almost unanimously suppressed 
by the large newspapers in the United 
States. 

The Spanish Protestants protested 
the Nazi-like persecution they are being 
subjected to by the Vatican-sponsored 
Franco fascist government.—Between 
the Lines. 
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Young Writers’ Greatest Lack 


Here is something to ponder. A 
number of established writers of suc- 
cessful books met the other day in com- 
mittee at one of the Eastern universities 
and fell to talking, among other things, 
of younger authors who do not quite 
“make the grade.” These men and 
women are able to market their works, 
bué never to find an enthusiastic au- 
dience or a publisher who seems to have 
pleasure in presenting their novels or 
their poems or their histories. Why is 
it so? What do these younger col- 
leagues lack? The seniors asked the 
question and had some zest in analyzing 
the reasons. Haste, superficiality, in- 
adequate knowledge of life, imitation of 
passing literary moods, disdain of 
finished form—all these were discussed. 
Then one of the older authors said, in 
effect: ‘I think one of the greatest 
lacks of these youngsters is their un- 
familiarity with the English Bible. They 
never consult it; they never go to church 
where it is read aloud effectively; as a 
consequence, they have no real sense of 
the finest cadences and the sterling 
purity of English speech. It’s not for 
me to tell any man what his religion 
ought to be in relation to the Bible, 
but I can tell young writers, and I do 
tell them, that if they do not learn thor- 
oughly the King James Bible they are 
throwing away one of their finest tools.” 
—Richmond News Leader. 


The USA Moderator 


Judging from his statement written 
shortly before the USA Assembly con- 
vened, and from other chapters in his 
past record, Elder Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., 
of Washington, will give vigorous Pres- 
byterian leadership during the coming 
year as moderator of the Assembly. 


See the situation as he sees it, and 
imagine how the church will be stirred 
to even greater achievements under his 
dynamic leadership: 


“The situation confronting us as 
Presbyterians could hardly be worse if 
our nation were at war. A very serious 
emergency confronts us with the world 
in chaos before our eyes. What we need 
is someone to arouse us from our leth- 
argy and summon us to battle. We 
Presbyterians are almost fiddling while 
Rome burns... . 

“We must fight as we fight cancer the 
unworthy tendency to do everything 
cheaply in the church. . . . We laymen 
must put Christ and the church first, 
and resolve no longer to stand for 
cheapness in the church for the simple 
reason that we love the church too much 
to treat it cheaply. 

“The vital work among our young 
people we are neglecting. . . Our mis- 
sionaries and our ministers are under- 
paid. . . . Our ministers average 
around $2,800 per annum when the cor- 
responding salary level for professional 
men outside the ministry is at least over 
$4,000. Why do you and I as Christian 
laymen continue to pay our ministers 
salaries on which we know full well they 
cannot even educate their children? 

“‘Never was there such a need for mis- 
sionary work abroad. . ; 

“Our seminaries are so filled 
with eager young students that they are 
almost bursting at the seams. . ‘ 
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“Most important of all, we need a re- 
newal of spirit that will strengthen our 
whole church. Such is the object of the 
“New Life’? movement. Here is the 
greatest challenge ever presented to 
Presbyterian laymen, a greater chal- 
lenge even than the Restoration Fund. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


“Can we laymen go on treating our 
religion and our church indifferently 
under these conditions? Can we con- 
tinue to hold back on the giving of 
money? Can we say that we are ‘too 
busy’ to serve? Can we continue to let 
the minister carry the whole load?...”’ 





IN A CORNER OR ON IT? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“This thing was not done in a cor- 
ner.” Acts 26:26. 


NYLY A JEW as fervently patriotic 

as Paul could have denied that 

Palestine was a corner. Palestine 
is about the size of Vermont, and you 
could put four Vermonts into Virginia 
or five into North Carolina. On a map 
of any respectable empire of old, from 
Sennacherib’s to the Caesars’, Judea and 
Galilee together would have looked 
small indeed. They were usually at- 
tached to some larger governmental 
unit. Geographically, Palestine was and 
is a corner—and a small one. The 
thing that kept it from being a corner 
was the people who lived there. What 
became of the empires that swallowed 
Palestine? They spread all over the 
map, and now they are only names. 
Doubtless there are a few of the old 
Assyrian stock left, but they are hard 
to find. The Jews are not hard to find, 
they are everywhere, and they are of 
world-importance. 

But that is another story. The Jews 
themselves are an example of a truth 
for every man: Whether you live in a 
corner or on it depends a good deal on 
yourself. To be in a corner is to be 
hemmed in and harried, or obscure and 
forgotten at the best. To be on a cor- 
ner is to be at the turning of the ways, 
in a commanding position of recognized 
importance. History is bright with 
stories of men and women from the 
corners of the earth who at last stood 
on their corner instead of being lost in 
it. 

Moses was in a corner in Midian, 
when God offered him his great chal- 
lenge. Perhaps Moses when young had 
had dreams of becoming a great man in 
Egypt. He was one of the palace crowd, 
favorite of a powerful queen. Egypt 
was then sitting on top of the world. 
No man’s ambition, in that time, could 
have ranged further than Moses’ ap- 
parent opportunities—up to the fateful 
day when Moses hid a dead body in the 
tell-tale sand. Forty years ago— 
and now God offers him what must have 
seemed at first like a mockery. He 
could now be a king—of slaves. Even 
if he succeeded in setting them free 
they would still be ex-slaves, with the 
Scars of slavery on their souls not less 
than on their skins. If Egypt was at 
the top of the world’s culture, Israel 
was close to the bottom, scarcely out 
of the stone age. King without a crown, 
king without office, king without honor, 
king in a corner . small wonder 
the man hesitated. Yet as last he set 


out, and when he was done, he was not 
in a corner but on it, a man whom the 
ages delight to honor, a man who stood 
at the turning of the ways of the world 
and who stands there still, a landmark 
amid the confused traffic of mankind. 


OW MANY insignificant places have 
become world-names because of 
the men who were heroes there! 

The name ceases to be a name only and 
becomes a symbol of the greatness of 
the men who stood there, on it and not 
in it. Tekoa was never anything more 
than a sheep-herders’ village ‘‘between 
the desert and the town’’; yet the 
prophet Amos, standing on that corner, 
made his voice to be heard from one 
millennium to another. Marathon and 
Thermopylae were dirty holes, perhaps; 
but the names have meaning as long as 
history is remembered, only for the men 
whose heroism made those hamlets his- 
tory’s turning-points. 

Concord, Massachusetts, was a farm- 
ing village like any other, but Emerson 
and Whittier lived there. They did not 
have to move to Boston to find their 
corner, they stood at Concord and spoke 
words heard around the world. Runny- 
mede was just another meadow in a 
most insignificant and backward island, 
a prize for Norman kings, but Runny- 
mede is a symbol of human rights wher- 
ever the Magna Charta speaks to men 





PILGRIMAGE 


By WALTER McS. BUCHANAN 


A missionary evangelist and seminary 
teacher. 

Ernest Trice Thompson, in the 
foreword, says: 

“In this book Dr. Buchanan (43 
years a missionary in Japan) gives 
us the story of his intellectual and 
spiritual pilgrimage from an uncriti- 
cal and unexamined orthodoxy to the 
true freedom of a son of God, who 
is willing to re-examine old assump- 
tions and to face honestly and fear- 
lessly all the results of modern 
scholarship and all the facts of life. 
. . . No one can follow this pilgrim- 
age without being genuinely in- 
structed and richly blessed, and in 
the end brought nearer to his Lord.” 

$2.50. 


May be purchased through— 
PRESBYTERIAN 


BOOK STORES 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Texas 











of justice under law. Two centuries 
later, in a stirring era when kings and 
popes were embattled and Europe was 
aflame, there lived in a poor monastery 
a little man too absent-minded even 
to make a good housekeeper. No cell 
could have been found more obscure 
than where he retired to write his little 
tracts. Yet so long as Christians read 
“The Imitation of Christ’’ we know that 
what Thomas 4 Kempis did was not in 
a corner but on it. 


HY MENTION lesser men? There 
was a village called Nazareth of 
which no good was expected be- 

cause no good had ever come. It was 
a corner of a corner of the world. Yet 
there lived a Boy, and his Mother be- 
fore him, beside whom the world will 
place no others. When his neighbors 
looked at him all they could see was the 
corner in which he lived—the carpen- 
ter’s shop, the little stone house, the 
commonplace brothers and sisters. When 
he moved out of that village it was not 
to Rome, only to another corner, Caper- 
naum, long buried under oblivious earth. 
And when he died they would not give 
him the dignity of death alone, but 
made him hang with two others, on the 
corner cross. 

Yet for the death he died and the 
life he lived before and after, he has 
become the ‘‘Head of the Corner” and 
his name is above every name. Even 
the lesser meanings of his life are 
bright, and one of them is this: When 
God asks the final questions, it will not 
be, Where did you live, but How? Did 
you live in your corner, or on it? 


STAMMER? 


This new 128-page book, “Stammering, 
Its Cause and Correction,”’ describes the 
Bogue Unit Method for scientific 
correction of stammering and 
stuttering — successful for 45 
years. Free—no obligation. 


Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. 5808 Circle 
Tower, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
Cet 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 









800K; 


BOOK STORE 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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secretary-treasurer. 


1947 Commencement 





Columbia Seminary: Certificates and 
degrees were awarded to 21 members 
of the graduating class and to two 
graduate students. Graduates with dis- 
tinction were: George A. Anderson and 
John L. Newton, Magna Cum Laude; 
Henry Albert Erion, Loren E. Jordan 
and Hubert V, Taylor, Cum Laude. The 
annual Wilds Book Prize went to George 
A. Anderson. The R. A. Dunn Award in 


be secured by next December 31. 


of 1947. 


Maryville’s new alumni president. 


Scotchmer. New president of Colum- 


H. Dickson, Atlanta. Other officers are 





WANTED: Assistant Dietitian. Young 
woman with training and experience pre- 
ferred. Work begins August fifteenth on 


Staunton, Virginia. 


president, and Wm. C. Sistar, Atlanta, 


Hampden-S ydney: Announcement 
was made in connection with Hampden- 
Sydney’s commencement that $400,000 
on the half-million dollar goal had been 
secured with the remaining $100,000 to 


Maryville: There are, or will be by 
summer’s end, 112 members of the Class 
Attorney-General Roy H. 
Beeler, of the State of Tennessee, is 


Union Seminary: At the commence- 
Apologetics was given to Arthur G, ment exercises of Union Seminary, 
President Ben R. Lacy announced, 
bia’s alumni association is Bonneau ®™O0ng others, these gifts to the semi- 
nary’s permanent funds during the past 
J, W. McQueen, Birmingham, vice- Year: The Kate Bitting Reynolds Trust 
Fund, $100,000; F. S. Royster, Jr., 
$12,500, bringing the Royster Chair of 
Christian Missions to $100,000; $3,000 
added to the Helen Blake and Hugh M. 
ten months basis. Mary Baldwin College, Gray Scholarship for a total of $10,000; 
$2,500 added to the B. Miller McCue 





Wise Stewards 


Stewards of life and property should be both wise and prudent. 

We should use our resources for the Kingdom of God and at the 
same time provide for our future so that we may not be an unwelcome 
burden on others. Here is a plan by which one ean secure a life income 
combined with a gift to the work of the Church! 


By direction of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., this Executive Committee receives cash, checks, bank drafts, P. 
O. money orders, U. S. Government bonds and other securities, at market 
value, under annuity agreements based on safety and security guaran- 
teed by reserves of nine million dollars and the good name of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


The donor, or one in whose name the gift is made, is guaranteed an 
invariable income for life, determined by the age of the annuitant and 
the amount of the gift. The annuity does not go up or down with the 
rise or fall of prices or changing stock fluctuations. It remains the same 


today and tomorrow and through all the tomorrows the annuitant may 
live. 


On the death of the annuitant the residue of the gift will undergird 
the preaching of the gospel which is the power of God unto salvation. 
It will provide a partnership with Christ and His Church. It will found 
a fellowship of miniistering to the saints. It will undergird the minister 
when on account of age or disability he must retire, and his dependent 
family when he has been called away. 


For rates of such annuities and other information write to— 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer, 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Scholarship for a total of $5,000; $2,509 
added to the John Newton Bell and Mar- 
gretta Hutton Bell Scholarship for a 
total of $5,000; $2,388 added to the 
Nannie Maupin Blackford Scholarship 
for a total of $3,388; $1,000 given as 
a special scholarship for a European 
student by the Overbrook church of 
Richmond; $500 by bequest from an 
alumnus, Richard §S. Burwell; and dur- 
ing the commencement season, $6,500 
from Mrs. Malcolm Perkins to estab- 
lish a scholarship. 

Agnes Scott: The college has recently 
received two gifts—one of $50,000 to be 
added to $350,000 already on hand for 
the building and equipping of a new 
science hall; the other for $48,000 to 
be added to general endowment funds. 

Belhaven: A half-million dollar cam- 
paign for additional buildings and equip- 
ment is under way throughout Missis- 
sippi. Of this amount, $200,000 was 
expected to be raised in an intensive 
campaign in Jackson during May. 
Already $100,000 has been contributed 
by R. D. Sanders. It is expected that 
the remaining $200,000 will be secured 
in a campaign across the synod next 
fall. 

Davidson: Trustees, meeting just be- 
fore commencement, heard that the 
largest faculty and student body in the 
history of the college will be on the 
campus next September. Six new pro- 
fessors were added: one in sociology, 
two in Bible, one in English, one in 
economics and business, and a coach. 
Appreciation was expressed to Kenneth 
J. Foreman for his 25 years of service. 
He is leaving for his new professorship 
at Louisville Seminary, June 30. 


HONORARY 


Honorary Degrees 

Maryville College: Judge Arthur 
Evan Mitchell, Knoxville, Tenn., chan- 
cellor for Knox County; Miss Margaret 
Shannon, New York, foreign mission 
staff, Presbyterian Church, USA, Doctor 
of Laws; Thomas A. Graham, Maryville, 
Tenn., Doctor of Divinity. 

Davidson College: Charles E. S&S. 
Kraemer, Charlotte, N. C., Flynn V. 
Long, Austin, Texas, Doctor of Divinity; 
William C. Rose, Champagne, IIl., Doc- 
tor of Science; Thurman D. Kitchin, 
president of Wake Forest College, Doc- 
tor of Laws; Thor Johnson, Conductor 
of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, 
Doctor of Music. 

Hampden-Sydney: Dr. J. Morrison 
Hutcheson, Richmond; Governor Wil- 
liam M. Tuck, Doctor of Laws; Col. 
Charles B. Richmond, of K. M. I., Doctor 
of Literature. 
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Disintegration of the Family 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





T IS BECOMING daily more apparent 
that the whole modern world is fac- 
ing a major disaster in the rapid dis- 

integration of family life. 

Divorces have reached a ratio of one 
to three marriages in some of our larger 
cities, and Britain has such an unprece- 
dented divorce rate that cases have to 
be put off for months before they can 
be heard. Illegitimacy has mounted 
with divorce to show that loyalty to the 
family tie has become very loose. 

One significant change since pre-war 
days is that women seem to take the 
marriage vow no more seriously than 
men. A learned judge in Britain re- 
cently observed that the number of 
divorces demanded by men, because of 
the faithlessness of their wives during 
the absence of the men in the army, 
had increased more than any other cate- 
gory of divorce causes. 

This is a new phenomenon because 
women have been traditionally more 
monogamous than men. Whether their 
new freedom and their employment in 
industry during the war contributed to 
this increase is an open question. It 
is, at any rate, a fact that the ancient 
double standard of sex morality is being 
evercome, not by raising men to the 
standard of the women, but by lowering 
women to the male standard. 

One may well believe that the dis- 
locations of the war are primarily re- 
sponsible for this decay of family 
morality. The long separations of war- 
time and the stress and strain of war 
undoubtedly contributed to the disin- 
tegration. 

However, that there are other causes 
is attested by the fact that divorce and 
illegitimacy are higher than average in 
both Denmark and Sweden, nations 
which were not deeply effected by the 
war and which the outside world has 
always regarded as models of respect- 
ability and discipline. The remarkable 
increase of divorce in Scandinavian 
countries is the primary proof of the 


fact that we are dealing with a more 
widespread phenomenon than a war- 
induced disintegration. 

Broadly speaking modern urban and 
technical society is more inimical to 
family life than the simpler agrarian 
societies of old. An agrarian society 
supports the stability of the family at 
every turn, while urban living condi- 
tions place additional strain upon family 
ties. But Denmark is more agrarian 
than urban, which proves that even this 
factor does not explain the modern 
trend entirely. 

The general decline of religion is un- 
doubtedly one of the chief causes of the 
disintegration of the family. A true re- 
ligion creates the sense of the larger 
dimension in every human relation. The 
sacramental conception of marriage im- 
plies that it is a relation not merely 
between two individuals, but that it is 
a relationship in which God is the cen- 
ter. 

Since the relation involves the destiny 
of born and unborn children, it is ob- 
vious that a purely contractural con- 
ception of the marriage bond does not 
do justice to its profundity and com- 
plexity. 

Religion has made for the stability 
and integrity of the marriage bond not 
merely by endowing it with a depth 
which it would not otherwise have, but 
also because it created the presumption 
of permanency without which it is diffi- 
cult to achieve stability. 

It is never easy for two people to 
learn to live together, no matter how 
powerfully they may be attracted to- 
ward each other. If it is assumed that 
failure to adjust one life to another is 
not too serious, since the vow can be 
annulled, neither party is inclined to 
make the sacrifices of mutual forbear- 
ance without which a intimate relation 
cannot be made tolerable. Thus the 
general decay of a religious understand- 
ing of married life has ied to its rapid 
decline. 


ll 


Every court for delinquent children 
can testify about the high price which 
children pay for unstable homes. We 
are faced, therefore, with a major dis- 
aster in the whole quality of life in the 
western world. We do not yet know how 
far this cancer will develop and where 
the healing resources for this disease 
are to come from. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 





INTERESTING FACTS 


Riboflavin is sometimes called the 
vitamin which preserves the char- 
acteristics of youth. Milk is an ex- 
cellent source of this vitamin! 


\Vircmma 
DAWRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 








WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


A Presbyterian College for Men 
Fulton, Missouri 


Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian, 


Thoroughness in Instruction 
Friendliness on the Campus 
Sound Personal Guidance 


Franc L. McCluer, President 














Long Session opens September 15. 


SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Reservations now being received. 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. 
THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 


High School and Junior 
Owned and con- 


Special 
For literature and information, write 











sities, 


Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 





Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, etc. 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. 


Charges average $240 per se- 


Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Maryville, Tennessee 
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= SEND OUT THE LIGHT! = 





The truth, let them hear it! 


In giving support to Foreign Missions, you can 
put your money to work for missions now, 
without delay, and also receive a guaranteed 
fixed income on the gift amount for the rest 
of your life. 








This is possible . . . . with sums from $100 
up ... . through the Annuity Gift Plan 
of our Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Every cent of your gift goes to the 
active support of Foreign Missions—yet you 
receive an annuity at a good rate of interest 
as long as you live. 


Let us send you full particulars. Just address 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


P. O. Box 330 
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1947 Commencement 





Columbia Seminary: Certificates and 
degrees were awarded to 21 members 
of the graduating class and to two 
graduate students. Graduates with dis- 
tinction were: George A. Anderson and 
John L. Newton, Magna Cum Laude; 
Henry Albert Erion, Loren E. Jordan 
and Hubert V, Taylor, Cum Laude. The 
annual Wilds Book Prize went to George 
A. Anderson. The R. A. Dunn Award in 


be secured by next December 31. 


of 1947. 


Maryville’s new alumni president. 


Scotchmer. New president of Colum- 


H. Dickson, Atlanta. Other officers are 





WANTED: Assistant Dietitian. Young 
woman with training and experience pre- 


Staunton, Virginia. 


president, and Wm. C. Sistar, Atlanta, 


Hampden-S ydney: Announcement 
was made in connection with Hampden- 
Sydney’s commencement that $400,000 
on the half-million dollar goal had been 
secured with the remaining $100,000 to 


Maryville: There are, or will be by 
summer’s end, 112 members of the Class 
Attorney-General Roy H. 
Beeler, of the State of Tennessee, is 


Union Seminary: At the commence- 
Apologetics was given to Arthur G, ment exercises of Union Seminary, 
President Ben R. Lacy announced, 
bia’s alumni association is Bonneau ®™ong others, these gifts to the semi- 
nary’s permanent funds during the past 
J, W. McQueen, Birmingham, vice- Year: The Kate Bitting Reynolds Trust 
Fund, $100,000; F. S. Royster, Jr., 
$12,500, bringing the Royster Chair of 
Christian Missions to $100,000; $3,000 
ferred. Work begins August fifteenth on added to the Helen Blake and Hugh M. 
ten months basis. Mary Baldwin College, Gray Scholarship for a total of $10,000; 
$2,500 added to the B. Miller McCue 





Wise Stewards 


Stewards of life and property should be both wise and prudent. 

We should use our resources for the Kingdom of God and at the 
same time provide for our future so that we may not be an unwelcome 
burden on others. Here is a plan by which one can secure a life income 
combined with a gift to the work of the Church! 


By direction of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., this Executive Committee receives cash, checks, bank drafts, P. 
O. money orders, U. S. Government bonds and other securities, at market 
value, under annuity agreements based on safety and security guaran- 


teed by reserves of nine million dollars and the good name of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


The donor, or one in whose name the gift is made, is guaranteed an 
invariable income for life, determined by the age of the annuitant and 
the amount of the gift. The annuity does not go up or down with the 
rise or fall of prices or changing stock fluctuations. It remains the same 


today and tomorrow and through all the tomorrows the annuitant may 
live. 


On the death of the annuitant the residue of the gift will undergird 
the preaching of the gospel which is the power of God unto salvation. 
It will provide a partnership with Christ and His Church. It will found 
a fellowship of miniistering to the saints. It will undergird the minister 
when on account of age or disability he must retire, and his dependent 
family when he has been called away. 


For rates of such annuities and other information write to— 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer, 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Scholarship for a total of $5,000; $2,509 
added to the John Newton Bell and Mar- 
gretta Hutton Bell Scholarship for a 
total of $5,000; $2,388 added to the 
Nannie Maupin Blackford Scholarship 
for a total of $3,388; $1,000 given as 
a special scholarship for a European 
student by the Overbrook church of 
Richmond; $500 by bequest from an 
alumnus, Richard S. Burwell; and dur- 
ing the commencement season, $6,500 
from Mrs. Malcolm Perkins to estab- 
lish a scholarship. 

Agnes Scott: The college has recently 
received two gifts—one of $50,000 to be 
added to $350,000 already on hand for 
the building and equipping of a new 
science hall; the other for $48,000 to 
be added to general endowment funds. 

Belhaven: A half-million dollar cam- 
paign for additional buildings and equip- 
ment is under way throughout Missis- 
sippi. Of this amount, $200,000 was 
expected to be raised in an intensive 
campaign in Jackson during May. 
Already $100,000 has been contributed 
by R. D. Sanders. It is expected that 
the remaining $200,000 will be secured 
in a campaign across the synod next 
fall. 

Davidson: Trustees, meeting just be- 
fore commencement, heard that the 
largest faculty and student body in the 
history of the college will be on the 
campus next September. Six new pro- 
fessors were added: one in sociology, 
two in Bible, one in English, one in 
economics and business, and a coach. 
Appreciation was expressed to Kenneth 
J. Foreman for his 25 years of service. 
He is leaving for his new professorship 
at Louisville Seminary, June 30. 


HONORARY 


Honorary Degrees 

Maryville College: Judge Arthur 
Evan Mitchell, Knoxville, Tenn., chan- 
cellor for Knox County; Miss Margaret 
Shannon, New York, foreign mission 
staff, Presbyterian Church, USA, Doctor 
of Laws; Thomas A. Graham, Maryville, 
Tenn., Doctor of Divinity. 

Davidson College: Charles E. S. 
Kraemer, Charlotte, N. C., Flynn V. 
Long, Austin, Texas, Doctor of Divinity; 
William C. Rose, Champagne, IIl., Doc- 
tor of Science; Thurman D. Kitchin, 
president of Wake Forest College, Doc- 
tor of Laws; Thor Johnson, Conductor 
of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, 
Doctor of Music. 

Hampden-Sydney: Dr. J. Morrison 
Hutcheson, Richmond; Governor Wil- 
liam M. Tuck, Doctor of Laws; Col. 
Charles B. Richmond, of K. M. I., Doctor 
of Literature. 
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Disintegration 


of the Family 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





T IS BECOMING daily more apparent 
that the whole modern world is fac- 
ing a major disaster in the rapid dis- 

{ntegration of family life. 

Divorces have reached a ratio of one 
to three marriages in some of our larger 
cities, and Britain has such an unprece- 
dented divorce rate that cases have to 
be put off for months before they can 
be heard. Illegitimacy has mounted 
with divorce to show that loyalty to the 
family tie has become very loose. 

One significant change since pre-war 
days is that women seem to take the 
marriage vow no more seriously than 
men. A learned judge in Britain re- 
cently observed that the number of 
divorces demanded by men, because of 
the faithlessness of their wives during 
the absence of the men in the army, 
had increased more than any other cate- 
gory of divorce causes. 

This is a new phenomenon because 
women have been traditionally more 
monogamous than men. Whether their 
new freedom and their employment in 
industry during the war contributed to 
this increase is an open question. It 
is, at any rate, a fact that the ancient 
double standard of sex morality is being 
evercome, not by raising men to the 
standard of the women, but by lowering 
women to the male standard. 

One may well believe that the dis- 
locations of the war are primarily re- 
sponsible for this decay of family 
morality. The long separations of war- 
time and the stress and strain of war 
undoubtedly contributed to the disin- 
tegration. 

However, that there are other causes 
is attested by the fact that divorce and 
illegitimacy are higher than average in 
both Denmark and Sweden, nations 
which were not deeply effected by the 
war and which the outside world has 
always regarded as models of respect- 
ability and discipline. The rcmarkable 
increase of divorce in Scandinavian 
countries is the primary proof of the 


fact that we are dealing with a more 
widespread phenomenon than a war- 
induced disintegration. 

Broadly speaking modern urban and 
technical society is more inimical to 
family life than the simpler agrarian 
societies of old. An agrarian society 
supports the stability of the family at 
every turn, while urban living condi- 
tions place additional strain upon family 
ties. But Denmark is more agrarian 
than urban, which proves that even this 
factor does not explain the modern 
trend entirely. 

The general decline of religion is un- 
doubtedly one of the chief causes of the 
disintegration of the family. A true re- 
ligion creates the sense of the larger 
dimension in every human relation. The 
sacramental conception of marriage im- 
plies that it is a relation not merely 
between two individuals, but that it is 
a relationship in which God is the cen- 
ter. 

Since the relation involves the destiny 
of born and unborn children, it is ob- 
vious that a purely contractural con- 
ception of the marriage bond does not 
do justice to its profundity and com- 
plexity. 

Religion has made for the stability 
and integrity of the marriage bond not 
merely by endowing it with a depth 
which it would not otherwise have, but 
also because it created the presumption 
of permanency without which it is diffi- 
cult to achieve stability. 

It is never easy for two people to 
learn to live together, no matter how 
powerfully they may be attracted to- 
ward each other. If it is assumed that 
failure to adjust one life to another is 
not too serious, since the vow can be 
annulled, neither party is inclined to 


make the sacrifices of mutual forbear- 


ance without which a intimate relation 
cannot be made tolerable. 
general decay of a religious understand- 


ing of married life has led to its rapid 


decline. 
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Every court for delinquent children 
can testify about the high price which 
children pay for unstable homes. We 
are faced, therefore, with a major dis- 
aster in the whole quality of life in the 
western world. We do not yet know how 
far this cancer will develop and where 
the healing resources for this disease 
are to come from. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 
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Fifteen Army Chapels Bought 
B Southern Presbterians 


Fifteen government-owned Army 
chapels have been sold by the Chapel 
Disposal Board to the following South- 
ern Presbyterian churches or agencies: 
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of Churches who believe Freedom is 
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against communism, fascism, or any 
stateism. If you would like to receive 
the above booklet, our monthly bul- 
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Highland Heights, McLemore Avenue, 
Idlewild and Evergreen churches, Mem- 
phis (4). 

Macon, Miss., church. 

Midland church, University City, Mo. 

Central Mississippi Presbytery’s Home 
Mission Committee (2). 

Memorial church, West Monrceg, La. 

Powell church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Scooba, Miss., church, 

The A & M church, College Station, 
Texas. 

First church, Newport News, Va. 

First church, Gastonia, N. C. 

Central church, Chattanooga. 
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MEMORIALS 





J. HARRY ALEXANDER 


It has been given to but few men to 
live the well-rounded, useful, successful 
and beautiful life, and die the peaceful 
and triumphant death, as did our friend 
and fellow elder—J. Harry Alexander. 

He was born into a Christian home, his 
father, Rev. James H. Alexander, being 
a Presbyterian misister. And faithfully, 
during a long life, did he follow the pre- 
cepts and example of his Godly parents. 
As a very young man he joined Central 
Presbyterian Church, on April 8, 1887, be- 
ing a faithful member for more than sixty 
years. On February 13, 1910, he was 
elected a deacon, and on July 24, 1921, 
he was ordained and installed an elder. 
And through all of the nearly twenty-six 
years that he served as an elder, until 
his death on April 19, 1947, he was faith- 
ful in every good work and alive to every 
opportunity for service and the advance- 
ment of Christ’s Kingdom on earth, and 
the upbuilding and improvement of Cen- 
tral, his church-home. 

We have never known a man who was 
more devoted to, and solicitous about the 
welfare of, his family. Nor have we 
known one who was more beloved by his 
family. His father and mother during 
their lives—his sisters—his wife and 
daughters—all showed their great devo- 
tion and confidence in every way. 

In his business life he was wonderfully 
successful. Starting with the Geo. Muse 
Clothing Co., as a junior clerk, he rose 
steadily, by the sheer force of his in- 
tegrity and ability, until at the time of 
his death he was the head of the busi- 
ness, being chairman of the board, and 
developed the business to the most out- 
standing position in size and strength, 
which it had ever attained. Every mem- 
ber of his company loved, respected and 
trusted him, and looked upon him as their 
sincere friend and protector. 

As a public spirited citizen, he was ever 
ready to lend a helping hand in every 
good work for the upbuilding of his coun- 
try, state and city, giving generously of 
his time and money. His influence as a 
Christian gentleman was felt by all whose 
lives he touched. And, yet, with all his 
moral and mental aggressiveness, he was 
as modest and gentle as a woman. 

Surely we have lost a great and good 
man—one whose life we shall not soon 
see again. On behalf of the Session and 
membership of Central, we beg to express 
to each member of his devoted family, 
our heartfelt sympathy, and our great sor- 
row in his death. And while we grieve 
with them in the loss of our friend and 
brother, we rejoice with them in the con- 
templation of the beautiful Christian life 
he lived, and in the knowledge that he is 
now happy with his God and Savior. 

W. R. HESTON, RALPH A. HUIE, 
JNO. ASHLEY JONES, Chairman. 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Judah’s Last Days 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 15 


Jeremiah 36: 2-3, 28-31; II Kings 24:1-4 


Our lesson this week centers about 
the prophet Jeremiah, who has been 
termed “the _ healthiest, strongest, 
bravest, grandest man of Old Testament 
history.”’ 


The Ministry of Jeremiah 


Jeremiah began his ministry during 
the reign of Josiah. Though naturally 
of a shrinking and sensitive disposition, 
when he was a mere youth, he under- 
took to set himself against the popular 
tendencies of the day because he felt 
it was God’s will for his life. He was 
an ardent supporter of Josiah’s reforma- 
tion. He preached it in the streets of 
Jerusalem and through all the cities of 
Judah. The people of his own home 
town, and even the members of his own 
family, bitterly opposed his work (prob- 
ably because it threatened their finan- 
cial interests) and actually attempted to 
slay him. 

A few years later Josiah was killed 
at the battle of Megiddo and the 
reformation came to a sudden end. 
Jehoahaz, Josiah’s son, reigned for only 
three months, and was deposed by 
Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt. Je- 
hoiakim, his brother, was placed on the 
throne, but was forced to pay an annual 
tribute to Egypt of one hundred talents 
of silver and one talent of gold, equiva- 
lent to nearly one-half million dollars 
in our money, but of much greater 
value. “Harsh and unfeeling, the new 
king took care to secure his throne by 
extorting the sums required from his 
subjects; his military force being ap- 
parently used to wring payment of the 
taxes imposed to raise it. No pity 
touched his heart; absorbing  self-in- 
dulgence, pride and despotic violence 
were his characteristics. Aspiring to be 
a great king, he lavished expense, not 
only on royal estate, but on costly build- 
ings; adorning Jerusalem, as it after- 
wards seemed, before its impending 
Tuin, as sacrifices were garlanded when 
about to be led to the altar.” (Geikie: 
Hours with the Bible) Josephus, the 
Jewish historian, says that Jehoiakim 
was “an unjust man and an evil doer, 
neither religious towards God, nor equi- 
table towards men.” In II Chronicles 
36:8 we read of his “abominations,” 
while Ezekiel describes him as oppres- 
Sive and cruel (19:5-7), Jeremiah’s 
own indictment of Jehoiakim and his 
Policies is found in Jer. 22:13, 15-17: 
“Woe unto him that buildeth his house 
by unrightousness and his chambers by 
injustice; that maketh his neighbor 


work for nought and giveth him not his 
hire.” 


The Discourse on the Temple 


To warn the nation of its peril, Jere- 
miah delivered his famous discourse on 
the temple. The message was delivered 
in the court of the temple, evidently on 
a feast day, when people from all over 
the nation were flocking into the city. 
The burden of it was that if Judah did 
not amend its ways and carry out God’s 
will in its national life then the temple 
of which it was so proud would be de- 
stroyed as utterly as the tabernacle had 
been at Shiloh and Jerusalem would be 
utterly desolate. This meant in plain 
unadulterated language that Babylon 
would destroy the city. The people, led 
by the professional prophets and the 
priests, (representatives of organized 
religion) threatened to mob the prophet; 
the princes, however, insisted on an 
orderly trial and later acquitted him 
(chapter 26). The representatives of 
public opinion (in our day it would be 
the newspapers) continued to clamor 
for his death, but Jeremiah was pro- 
tected by a few powerful friends at 
court, 

Sometime later he again denounced 
the sins of the people and foretold the 
inevitable consequences thereof. As a 
result he was arrested by Pashur, the 
chief of the temple police, cruelly beaten 
and placed in the stocks . The precise 
form of this instrument of torture is not 
known, but certainly the prisoner’s legs, 
probably his arms, and perhaps his neck, 
were firmly secured and immovably 
held. It was not only a humiliating 
punishment, but very painful on account 
of the cramped and unnatural position 
into which the body was_ forced. 
Pashur’s purpose was to break the 
prophet’s spirit and to discredit him in 
the eyes of the people. But when Jere- 
miah was released on the next day he 
renewed the prophecy of doom and told 
Pashur that men would come to mark 
in his demeanor the overwhelming 
dread that haunted both him and them, 
the shadow of approaching doom, and 
would name him Magor-missabib (i. e., 
Terror-on-every-side) from this domi- 
nant emotion (19:1-20:6). After this 
the prophet was forbidden to come into 
the temple at all. 

The Lesson of the Potter's Vessel 


Sometime later the prophet was led 
of the Lord to visit the potter’s house. 
He saw there the potter sitting at his 
“frame” and turning one wheel or stone 
with his foot, while the other wheel, 
connected by a rod, revolved with it. 
With a heap of the prepared clay near 
him and a pan of water by his side, 
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he took a lump in his hand, placed it 
on the top of the wheel (which revolved 
horizontally) and smoothed it into a 
low cone like the upper end of a sugar 
loaf; then thrusting his thumb into the 
top of it he opened a hole down through 
the center. This opening he constantly 
widened by pressing the end of the re- 
volving cone between his hands. As it 
enlarged and became thinner he grad- 
ually moulded it into the desired shape. 
But this particular potter was inex- 
perienced, or more likely there was 
some fiaw in the material or some im- 
perfection in the mechanism. Not once, 
but several times the vessel was marred, 
The potter had to re-kneed the clay and 
place it once more on the turning wheel, 
and sometimes to fashion it into a dif- 
ferent design from what he originally 
had in mind. 

Suddenly the significance of all this 
flashed on Jeremiah’s mind—the lesson 
God had sent him to the potter’s to 
learn. The people of Israel are the clay 
in God’s hand which has so disappointed 
him. But he will not cast them away, 
intractable and rebellious as these peo- 
ple have shown themselves to be. He 
will begin again with infinite patience 
and will never cease until finally he 
has moulded them into a vessel that he 
can use (18:1-6), 


The Message of the Roll 


In the year 605 B. C. or 604, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, king of Babylon, defeated 
Pharoah-Necho, king of ‘Egypt, in the 
decisive battle of Carchemish, As a re- 
sult the balance of world power was 
altered. Babylon replaced Egypt, which 
had in turn succeeded Assyria, as the 
dominant power, in Western Asia. 
Judah was forced to pay an even more 
oppressive tribute than had been ex- 
acted by Egypt. 

“And it came to pass in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim that this word came 
unto Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, 
Take thee a roll of a book and write 
therein all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee against Israel and against 
Judah and against all the nations from 
the day that I spake unto thee, from 
the days of Josiah, even unto this day. 
It may be that the house of Judah will 
hear all the evil which I purpose to do 
unto thee against Israel and against 
man from his evil way; that I may for- 
give their iniquity and their sin.’’ 

Notice that the mesage of Jeremiah 
was primarily a message of doom. He 
did not promise deliverance as Isaiah 
had done in the days of Sennacherib. 
On the other hand he insisted that 
Judah was doomed unless the people re- 
pented of their ways. There is a time 
when a faithful prophet of the Lord can 
do nothing else, and. be faithful to his 
divine mission. It may be that we are 
living in this same sort of a time. 
Henry R. Luce, editor and publisher of 
Time, Life and Fortune, himself a Pres- 
byterian elder and the son of a Presby- 
terian minister, in an address delivered 
recently before the Chicago Church 
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Federation reminded us ‘that the 
church certainly does not exist to save 
the world as the world desires to be 
saved. On the contrary, the church 
exists to prophesy against the world. 
The church exists as chief witness of a 
better world, the Kingdom of God, and 
consequently as chief witness against 
‘our’ world. This,” he said, ‘“‘is perhaps 
the first lesson we modern Protestants 
need to re-learn.’”” Mr. Luce recognizes 
of course that the ‘‘church exists for 
other purposes besides prophecy. It 
exists to teach, to guide, to solace; it 
exists, fundamentally, in order that we 
may exist at all as Christians. But the 
church cannot fail in times like these 
to prophesy against the world. “If to- 
day the laws of human society are not 
in conformity with the will of God, we 
cannot say that it is because God has 
not given us (Christians) enough votes! 
He has! Or put the matter in terms of 
power politics, Who disposes of the 
overwhelming economic and military 
power of the world? Obviously the so- 
called Christian nations. We have the 
votes that dispose of the power. This 
is an awesome thing. To have such 
power and not use it is certainly to be 
wicked and unprofitable servants, good 
for nothing except to be cast into outer 
darkness.”” Mr. Luce concludes: ‘It is 
precisely by facing this dilemma that 
we can begin to see, once again, why 
the church is necessary, and what it 
necessarily must be. The church on 
earth must be a church that can cope 
with history, ‘The church must be able 
to cope with history not only in order 
to fulfill its divine mission but also in 
order that individual Christians, who 
have no right to escape from history, 
may do their duty in and to the world 
of history.” 


And what is the message of the 


church to the American people at this. 


critical stage in world history, Could it 
be a message similar to that which Jere- 
miah gave his people—insistence that the 
atomic bomb, the world’s most power- 
tul military force, the bolstering up of 
reactionary regimes in strategic areas 
sf the world will not suffice—that the 
ioom of our civilization is certain unless 
the American people ‘return every man 
from his evil way, that (God) may for- 
give their iniquity and their sin.” 

This is the burning conviction that 
Paul Hutchinson, managing editor of 
lhe Christian Century, brings back from 
his long trip around the world: 





“I know that a lot of preachers have 
preached a lot of sermons on the atomic 
bomb—so many that I hear of some who 
fish for cheap laughter and applause 
by beginning their discourses, ‘I am not 
going to speak on the atom bomb.’ 
Where, however, are the churches which 
give the impression of living with 
awareness that they have no more than 
a few years, perhaps only a few months, 
left in which to press on a doomed so- 
ciety their offer of salvation? . .. [I 
am not sure what the significance is, if 
any, but I must acknowledge that I get 
a much more sobering impression of the 
lost state of man and the doom which 
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threatens his institutions from the pages 
of the New Yorker than [ do from most 
of my church contacts. I’d like to see 
the churches and church organizations 
spend less time celebrating the fact that 
they have been going for a hundred or 
two hundred and five hundred years, 
and more on the prospect that they have 
only ten or twenty or fifty to go.” 


This may be undue pessimism, Most 
of us feel that it is. *But it is very much 
like the message that Jeremiah brought 
to his people, very much like the mes- 
sage that he included in his roll in the 
4th year of the reign of King Jehoiakim. 


Rejection of the Message 


The message was written at Jere- 
miah’s direction by Baruch, whose 
grandfather had been governor of the 
city, and whose brother was now an 
important official (cf. 2 Chron. 34:8; 
Jer. 32:11). " He was probably a pro- 
fessional scribe or secretary, and was a 
loyal follower of Jeremiah, Rolls were 
composed of several skins stitched to- 
gether and attached to a roller of wood 
at one or both ends. The writing was 
arranged in columns parallel to the 
rollers, so that as the parchment was 
gradually unrolled from one end to the 
other, the successive columns could be 
read, 

Jeremiah was still excluded from the 
temple area, so Baruch was ordered to 
take the roll and read it in the temple 
on a fast day when there would be a 
great crowd not only from Jerusalem 
but from all the towns round about. 
This particular fast day was evidently 
called in view of the threatening inter- 
national situation. The people would 
pray that the nation might be saved 
from the Babylonians as once before it 
had been saved from the Assyrians. 
Jeremiah, it is plain from vs. 29, warned 
that Nebuchadnezzar would certainly 
destroy the city, unless the people 
changed their way of living and ‘“re- 
turned every one from his evil way” 
(vs. 7). 

Baruch read the message in the 
chamber of Gemariah, a grandson of 
Shaphan, who read the book of the law 
to Josiah; evidently he was a friend of 
Jeremiah as well as an important man 
in the kingdom, Gemariah himself was 
not in the chamber at the time, but was 
attending an important meeting of the 
princes in the palace (vs. 12). But 
Gemariah’s son, Micaiah, was present 
and realized that this was a matter 
which should be brought to the atten- 
tion of his father, and his fellow coun- 
cilors. Realizing the gravity of the 
situation the princes sent for Baruch 
and requested him to read the complete 
message to them. Alarmed by what 
they heard they decided the matter 
must be taken to the king. But first 
they made sure however that Jeremiah 
was the actual author of the message, 
and suggested to Baruch that it would 
be well for both of them to go into re- 
tirement. 

It was in the winter time and the 
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king was in his private room, sitting 
before a small fire. It seems probable 
that Jehoiakim was already planning, if 
he had not actually initiated that re- 
bellion against Babylon (II Kings 24:1) 
which led to the first captivity under 
Jehoachin. This was the fact which dis- 
turbed the councilors and proved so 
irritating to Jehoiakim. He listened to 
the reading of a few leaves and then 
cut them off with his pen knife and 
thrust them into the fire, and continued 
so to do until the entire roll was con- 
sumed. Some of the princes were in- 
clined to be friendly to Jeremiah, they 
had requested the king not to burn the 
roll (vs. 25) but his action did not 
alarm them. Jehoiakim’s malignant in- 
fluence in the kingdom had grown, and 
the leaders of the nation were not im- 
pressed by the prophet’s word as much 
as they had been a few years earlier 
(26:10-16). The king ordered the 
prophet and his secretary to be taken 
into custody, in order that his words 
might be discounted in the nation. But 
both were well hidden and the order 
was never carried into effect. 


Judah’s Inevitable Doom 


Jeremiah patiently reproduced - the 
message which Jehoiakim had de- 
stroyed, repeating his prediction of the 
destruction of the city, a doom which 
the king’s policy rendered inevitable, 
and adding a word regarding the fate 
of the king himself. 

Jehoiakim went ahead with his ill- 
timed rebellion. Nebuchadnezzar was 
not able to proceed at once against his 
rebellious vassal, but instead assailed 
him with bands of Chaldeans, and 
other neighboring people as recorded in 
II Kings 24:1-4. This was a foretaste 
of what was to come, but still the king 
refused to be warned, He died soon 
thereafter and was succeeded by his son 
Jehoachin, a youth of eighteen, who 
appears to have maintained his father’s 
policy; for in 598, if not 597, Nebuchad- 
nezzar came up against Jerusalem, 
which forthwith surrendered, and the 
king, his mother, and wives, his court- 
iers and statesmen were carried into 
exile, with the craftsmen and smiths and 
all who were apt for war; none re- 
mained save the poorest of the people 
of the land (II Kings 24:1-16). 

“It may be that the house of Judah 
will hear all the evil which I purpose to 
do unto them, that they may return 
every man from his evil way; that I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin.” 
If Jeremiah’s words had been heeded by 
Jehoiakim, Judah would have been 
spared; if Jeremiah’s words had been 
heeded by the czars and their advisers 
the Communist revolution would have 
been averted; if Jeremiah’s words had 
been heeded by Hitler and Mussolini, 
Germany and Italy would not now be 
prostrated. What about the victorious 
nations, Russia, Great Britain and the 
United States—is it possible that Jere- 
miah’s words are also addressed to us, 


that mankind must expect’ greater 
suffering if we do not change our 
ways? 


In Judah some of the counsellors 
were impressed. They sought to pro- 
tect Jeremiah; they sought to discour- 
age the king from his wanton disregard 
of the word of God, but their opposition 
was only half-hearted. They did not 
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really believe that things were as bad 
as Jeremiah said. What is our attitude 
today? And what is the mission of the 
church? Is Mr. Luce right when he 
says “the church exists as chief witness 
of a better world, the Kingdom of God, 
and consequently as chief witness 
against ‘our’ world.” And what shall 
we do if the world will not listen? Shall 
we, like Jeremiah, continue to repeat 
words that are unwelcome? His words 
were not wasted. Judah perished as a 
nation, but God’s purpose was carried 
out through the minority that responded 
to the prophet’s message. 





DAVIDSON PRESIDENT 
(Continued from page 7) 
12) as “the most important thing that 
comes before this Assembly.’’ 


Foreign Missions Reported 

Foreign Missions Secretary C. Darby 
Fulton said receipts by his agency were 
larger than in any previous year except 
1928, but that least two million dollars 
will be needed for restoration in China, 
Japan and Korea. About 150,000 com- 
municants, he said, are members of all 
foreign mission churches for which 
Southern Presbyterians have assumed 
responsibility. Many missionaries are 
going out now, 58 having gone already 
to the Far East, with a prospect of 44 
more this year. Yet, he said, ‘‘We are 
rapidly reaching the point of saturation 
on the foreign mission field, that is, 


on the foreign mission field, that is, - 


we have about as many missionaries on 
the field as our present finances will 
permit—but there are literally hun- 
dreds of young people eager to go to 
the foreign field. Are we going 
to stifle another generation as we did 
before by not providing for their 
going?” Instead of hostility long felt 
by foreign missionaries, there is now 
invitation, Dr. Fulton said, with even 
governments pleading for the sending 
of missionaries to them. It is a day 
of open-heartedness around the world. 
Claude H. Pritchard, home missions 
executive secretary, told of gains in the 
area of his responsibility. The Home 
Missions Emergency Fund, completed 
last year, is believed by home mission 
leaders to be the greatest forward step 
in home missions in a generation, with 
$1,078,000 received and appropriated 
for new work. Now, he said, there are 
two million more people living within 
Southern Presbyterian boundaries than 
ever before. Last year the committee 
received the largest total of gifts from 
living donors in the history of the 
church. Dr. Pritchard told of generally 
increased support of home _ mission 
workers with a raising of salaries. He 
outlined the challenge of many new 
projects in the area of his service. 
Reporting for Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief, Wade H. Boggs, 
executive secretary, told of progress by 
schools and colleges, of advances in stu- 
dent work, of the ‘excellent condition 
of the annuity funds,’’ which, he said, 
“are not to be experimented with.’ 
Problems which the committee faces, 
said Dr. Boggs are: ‘‘The decline in in- 
terest rates to be earned on good securi- 
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ties,” with a seven year drop of ap- 
proximately 20%. Now there is a small 
margin of $25,000, but if declining in- 
come continues, the General Assembly 
will have to face the problem of an in- 
crease in the reserve funds. 

Edward D. Grant, executive of the 
Religious Education and Publication 
Committee, reported ‘a Sunday school in- 
crease of 25,000 for the past year, 
though complete figures seem impos- 
sible to be obtained from about 500 
Sunday schools each year. He told of 
high interest in all phases of the com- 
mittee’s work and of new achievements 
in all departments. 

On account of the recent automobile 
accident involving Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaghey, leader of woman’s work for the 
Assembly, Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, 
assistant secretary, reported to the As- 
sembly for that activity. There are now 
,692 local Auxiliaries, she said, with 
225,700 members. Seventy-three new 
Auxiliaries were organized last year. 
Almost every phase of the work made 
notable gains. The birthday gift last 
year marked an all-time high with 
$125,827, with a 25-year total of these 
birthday gifts amounting to $1,341,339. 
Along with all regular efforts of this de- 
partment, attention was called to new 
emphases in Negro work, with Miss 
Louise Miller as field worker, and Mrs. 
A. L. Devarieste, a Negro woman who 
is assistant field worker, one full-time 
area field worker and four others on 
part-time. 


Largest Number of Additions 


Evangelism was reported by the com- 
mittee’s vice-chairman, Donald W. Rich- 
ardson, with visitation evangelism as the 
year’s chief emphasis. Largest number 
of additions in the history of the church 
was marked last year with 63,248— 
23,121 on profession of faith (a gain of 
4,208 over the year before), and 40,127 
by certificate (gain of 11,645). Dr. 
Richardson said contributions to this 
work had not been “over-generous.’’ He 


urged that visitation evangelism be con- - 


tinued through the year along with all 
other good methods. 

Dan T. Caldwell, retiring director of 
the Defense Service Council, presented 
the report of that agency, telling of 
receipts of $76,000 and disbursements 
of $108,000. There are now 34 chap- 
lains on duty with the armed forces. 
(This report, as well as that of a special 
ad interim committee looked forward 
to the discontinuation of this agency 
as a separate one by July 1.) The 
Assembly later approved this recommen- 
dation when brought in by the ad in- 
terim committee, setting it up as a de- 
partment within the Executive Commit- 
tee of Religious Education. 

A former Southern Presbyterian, now 
a general secretary of the American 
Bible Society in New York, Frank H. 
Mann, reported for his society. Mr. 
Mann urged the need of $50,000 an- 
nually from the Southern Presbyterian 
Church for this work. His address 


15 


caught headlines in the daily press in 
regard to advances by the Christian 
movement in Japan. ‘‘Suppose there 
is such a concerted effort on the part 
of the Christian Church to seize the op- 
portunity in Japan. How many Bibles 


: New Testaments .. will be 
needed ?’’ He estimated $600,000 
worth: 100,000 Bibles, 2,500,000 Testa- 


ments, with a total of $30,000,000 to 
supply present needs in all parts of the 
world. 

Reformation Day, upon recommenda- 
tion of Henry Wade DuBois, chairman 
of the one-man committee, was set for 
next October 19, with the theme, ‘‘The 
Challenge of the Present Crisis to 
Protestant Christianity.” 

Dr. DuBose also reported the progress 
of the Assembly’s Training School five- 
year growth in enrollment from 77 to 
128 regular students; from 89 to 261 
students in special terms, with a steadily 
increasing demand for workers. 


FRIDAY EVENING 


Home missions was the central theme 
of the popular meeting, with R. A. Laps- 
ley presiding. S. B. Lapsley, educational 
secretary of the executive committee, 
introduced two speakers, Oswald Del- 
gado, pastor of the Log Cabin church, 
Macon, Ga., a product of the Ybor City 
Mission, Tampa, Fla., who told of the 
growth of that work, and Winston 
Bryant, John Knox church, Ft. Worth, 
who spoke on church extension. 


SATURDAY MORNING 


The Assembly learned with concern 
of the automobile accident involving 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles S. Ramsey, Lynn- 
ville, Tenn., en route to the Assembly, 
and engaged in prayer in their be- 
half. 

P. H. Pleune, chairman of the ad 
interim committee on the Defense Serv- 
ice Council, urged the continuation of 
certain phases of the work of the coun- 
cil under the Religious Education Com- 
mittee, terminating the council, as such, 
July 1. The Assembly unanimously ap- 
proved. 

A partial report of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee was given by A. L. 
Currie, dealing with routine communi- 
cations. The Assembly adopted unani- 
mously, upon recommendation of the 
committee, a recommendation calling 
for the moderator to write President 
Truman “calling his attention to the 
statement (made to a group of Prot- 
estant representatives last summer) and 
expressing the earnest hope that now 
that the treaty with Italy has been 
signed, the termination of this official 
relationship between our country and 
the Vatican might soon be brought to 
an end.” 

J. McDowell Richards, of the Assem- 
bly’s permanent Christian Relations 
Committee, presented John H. Marion, 
Jr., who outlined the committee’s poli- 
cies and purposes. Dr. Marion said: 
“One basic assumption on which our 
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committee proceds is this: irre- 
sponsibility in this kind of world is not 
only an thing but a dan- 
gerous thing, and perhaps there is no 
more 


social 
un-Christian 


and inexcusable form 
of it than social irresponsibility and un- 
concern on the part of the church. . 

Will the American church be guilty in 
days to come of irresponsibility? 
Will it be eloquent about the need for 
right relations with God and all 
silent about man’s need for Christian 
If it does, 


dangerous 


too 


relations with his fellowmen? 
it will do so, like the church in Ger- 
many not only at the peril of the 
nation’s life, but at the peril of its own. 
Only a proper sense of Christian respon- 
sibility now, if the lesson of the German 
church means anything, will save us the 
guilt that demands repentance later.’’ 
Harold McQ. Shields, Norfoék, Va., 
led the morning’s devotions, following 
which E. C. Scott, the stated clerk, 
the list of 57 ministers who had 
died since the last Dunbar 
H. Ogden, Sr., led the memorial prayer. 
Second of the fraternal delegates was 
S. A. Tinker, Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian minister of York, S. C., who 
brought greetings from his denomi- 
nation. Mr. Tinker frankly admitted 
that through the years he had 
“courting for marriage’ between 
two churches. 


read 


Assembly. 


been 
the 
This is a day, he said, 
when the full strength of Presbyterian- 
ism ought not to be divided. We 
need to march together under the sov- 
ereign banner of Christ. Later when 
Dr. Ogden Mr. Tinker, before 
the Assembly, ‘“‘Barkis is willing,’’ Mr. 
Tinker replied, ‘“‘The only trouble is that 
we two cannot make the marriage.”’ 
Early recess by the Assembly sent 
commissioners to standing committee 
meetings by 11:00 A. M. before return- 
ing Saturday 
or less routine reports. 


said to 


afternoon to hear more 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


Hills from Perry, Mo., to 313 
Avenue, Oak Park, Ill. 

Fred J. Harmon from Laurens, S. C., 
to Inman, S. C. 

Chas. M. Campbell of the Sunset 
church, Dallas, Texas, was to begin his 
new pastorate at 
June 1. 








Ss. O. 
Forest 


Yorktown, Texas, 

Arch B. Taylor, Jr., Buffalo Valley, 
Tenn., has resigned his pastorate effec- 
tive July 1. Under appointment as a 
missionary to China, he will study at 
Yale for a while before leaving. 

H. M. Bevel from Bentonville, Ark., 
to Ferndale, Ark. 


George D. Jackson from 
N. J., to the supply 
Asheboro, N. C., 


mer. 


Princeton, 
of the 
for the sum- 


pastorate 
church 


J. K. Thompson, honorably retired 
pastor of the First church, Ft. Worth, 
Texas, is now serving as pastor of the 
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Polytechnic church (USA) 
city. 

James A, Millard, Jr., from New Or- 
leans, La., to 243 Hot 


Springs, Ark. 
IMPROVED 

Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Highland Park 
church, Dallas, Texas, who was seriously 
ill following his visit to the Far East 
fall and winter, is reported as 
greatly improved. R. A. Deison of the 
Westminster church, same city, is also 
able to return to his 
tained illness. 


Hobson Avenue, 


last 


work after a sus- 


TO RETIRE 


Thos. F. Gallaher, for 27 


announced his intention to retire next 


in the same 


years pas- 
tor of the Oak Cliff church, Dallas, has 
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January 1. Dr. and Mrs. Gallaher plan 
to continue to live in Dallas. 


DEATH 

William Francis Junkin, 76, retired 
foreign missionary, died in Tazewell, 
Va., May 27. Dr. Junkin began his work 
in China in 1896 and continued until the 
war forced the missionaries home. For 
a while he served the church in Jewell 
Valley, Va., but a heart ailment necessi- 
tated his removal to Tazewell last year. 


DAVIDSON PROFESSORS 

Bernard H. Boyd, now of the faculty 
of Presbyterian College, S. C., and 
W. McIlwaine Thompson, studying at 
Yale, have been elected associated pro- 
fessors of Bible at Davidson College. 





Davidson College 


Sustains Christian Ideals 


in a World of Changing Values 


John R. Cunningham, President 








Preparatory: 


Flight: Private Pilot, 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 

Commercial. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 


Instructor Rating. 








Chosen Youth 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NECESSITATES 


Generous Endowment of Church Institutions 
Teachers of Highest Ability and Character 
From 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden--Sydney, Va. 


Christian Homes 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


TWELVE WEEKS SUMMER SESSION, 1947 
First Term, June 9-July 19 
Second Term, July 21-August 30 
semester hours may be obtained at either term or twelve 
semester hours at both. 
For further information write: 
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